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OVERVIEW

One of the toughest challenges in the IVF laboratory is to set up reproducible and 
efficient systems to obtain and identify embryos that have the highest possibility 
of development and implantation. Different methods are used worldwide for this 
purpose, and one of the most advanced IVF procedures, preimplantation genetic 
testing (PGT), which involves extended culture and embryo biopsy protocols, is 
increasing in importance. Over the years, scientific progress in the field of human 
reproduction has led to improvements in embryology procedures and these 
continue to enhance clinical outcomes. Scientific evidence, however, has recently 
highlighted some factors and laboratory conditions (including sperm source, 
choice of culture media, embryo micromanipulation and biopsy technique), 
that negatively affect embryo development. Such findings suggest that the 
identification and control of critical points during embryological procedures play 
central, important roles in IVF success. In this live webinar, renowned specialists 
in embryology will investigate all these hot topics, sharing their knowledge and 
experience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

By attending this live webinar, participants will:
•  Improve their ability to evaluate embryo development 
•  Recognize the critical steps in laboratory procedures
•  Learn how to avoid impairing embryo development
•  Gain greater knowledge of preimplantation embryo development
•  Evaluate the role of new IVF technologies in routine clinical activity
•  Understand the potential of artificial intelligence in embryology

TARGET AUDIENCE

This webinar is designed for clinicians and embryologists involved in laboratory 
procedures that culture and select human embryos for implantation

LANGUAGE

The official language of this live educational conference will be English. 
Simultaneous translation into Spanish will be provided.

REGISTRATION

For registration, click here: 
https://cme-learning.scientificseminars.com/course/live-webinar-focus-on-embryo-
care/webinar   

https://cme-learning.scientificseminars.com/course/live-webinar-focus-on-embryo-care
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CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION

The Focus on embryo care, Rome, Italy, 30/11/2021-30/11/2021 has been 
accredited by the European Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(EACCME®) with 1 European CME credit (ECMEC®). Each medical specialist 
should claim only those hours of credit that he/she actually spent in the educational 
activity.

Through an agreement between the Union Européenne des Médecins Spécialistes 
and the American Medical Association, physicians may convert EACCME® credits to 
an equivalent number of AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. Information on the process 
to convert EACCME® credit to AMA credit can be found at
www.ama-assn.org/education/earn-credit-participation-international-activities

Live educational activities, occurring outside of Canada, recognised by the UEMS-
EACCME® for ECMEC®s are deemed to be Accredited Group Learning Activities 
(Section 1) as defined by the Maintenance of Certification Program of the Royal 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada.

CME PROVIDER 

Scientific Seminars International Foundation
Program Manager: Sara Bassetti
T +39 380 1504116 - F +39 06 4827169
info@scientificseminars.com
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FACULTY

Giovanni Coticchio
Scientific Director 
9.Baby - Family and Fertility Center
Bologna, Italy

Laura Rienzi 
Director of the Scientific Board of GeneraLife
Adjunct Professor, Biotechnology of Reproduction,
University of Urbino, Italy

Carmen Rubio
R&D Department
Igenomix
Valencia, Spain
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AGENDA

TUESDAY, 30 NOVEMBER 2021
from 12.00 to 13.00 CET

12.00  Welcome and introduction
  Laura Rienzi (Italy)

12.05 L1 Non-invasive embryo evaluation: towards artificial intelligence (AI)
  Giovanni Coticchio (Italy)

12.25 L2 Invasive embryo evaluation: To biopsy or not to biopsy?
  Carmen Rubio (Spain)

12.45 P Panel discussion

12.55  Closing remarks 
  Laura Rienzi (Italy)

13.00  End of the live webinar

LEGEND
L: Lecture; P: Panel discussion
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FACULTY DISCLOSURES 
Scientific Seminars International Foundation adheres to guidelines of the European 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (EACCME®) and all other professional 
organizations, as applicable, which state that programs awarding continuing education credits 
must be balanced, independent, objective and scientifically rigorous. Investigative and other 
uses for pharmaceutical agents, medical devices and other products (other than those uses 
indicated in approved product labelling/package insert for the product) may be presented in 
the program (which may reflect clinical experience, the professional literature or other clinical 
sources known to the presenter). We ask all presenters to provide participants with information 
about relationships with pharmaceutical or medical equipment companies that may have 
relevance to their lectures. This policy is not intended to exclude faculty who have relationships 
with such companies; it is only intended to inform participants of any potential conflicts so 
that participants may form their own judgements, based on full disclosure of the facts. 
Further, all opinions and recommendations presented during the program and all program-
related materials neither imply an endorsement nor a recommendation on the part of Scientific 
Seminars International Foundation. All presentations represent solely the independent views of 
the presenters/authors.

The following faculty provided information regarding significant commercial relationships and/or 
discussions of investigational or non-EMEA/FDA approved (off-label) uses of drugs:

Giovanni Coticchio Declared no potential conflict of interest.

Laura Rienzi Declared receipt of grants and contracts from Fertility Innovation, Merck, 
Grant Forward, Finox. Declared receipt of honoraria or consultation fees 
Merck KGaA, MSD, Ferring, Ibsa, Cooper Surgical, Cook, Nterilizer, 
Fujifilm-Irvine Scientific, Medea, Universal clinics. Member of an Industry 
advisory board, board of directors or other similar group Editor of 
ReproductiveMedicine online. She has been associate editor of Human 
reproduction update and principal investigator of a study sponsored by 
Merck KgaA. Stakeholder in an Industry (including such things as stock 
ownership, or options to buy, own, or have applied for patents related to a 
company’s product, receive royalties for previous activities, employment, 
consultation services, etc.): Global investment clinics s.a.r.l., Genera 
Health Care srl, Nterilizer and has been of Flam srl.

Carmen Rubio Declared to be full employee at Igenomix and Igenomix Foundation. 
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Laura Rienzi
Director of the Scientific Board of GeneraLife
Adjunct Professor, Biotechnology of Reproduction, 
University of Urbino, Italy

Since 2020, Laura Rienzi has been Scientific Director of GeneraLife, 
an international reproductive medicine network. She is also currently 
Adjunct Professor of Biotechnology in Assisted Reproduction at the 
Faculty of Biology, University of Urbino, Italy. In 2008, she founded 
the GENERA Centers for Reproductive Medicine in Italy, where she 
held the position of laboratory director in four in vitro fertilization 
centers. 
Her current areas of interest include in vitro fertilization, 
intracytoplasmic sperm injection, studies of human gametes, zygote 
and embryo morphology in relation to their developmental ability and 
chromosomal constitution (pre-implantation genetic diagnosis, pre-
implantation genetic screening), as well as the cryopreservation of 
embryos and oocytes.
Professor Rienzi has authored or co-authored ~200 articles, reviews 
and book chapters (Scopus H-Index 50). 

SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZER 
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Giovanni Coticchio 

Dr. Giovanni Coticchio is Scientific Director of 9.baby Family and 
Fertility Center, one of the largest and most established Italian in 
vitro fertilisation networks. He holds a BSc in biology, a MMedSci 
degree in assisted reproduction technologies and a PhD in cell and 
developmental biology. 
Dr. Coticchio has published 97 peer-reviewed papers, several book 
chapters and two books. Since June 2021, he has been a member 
of the Executive Committee of the European Society of Human 
Reproduction (ESHRE).

L1
Non-invasive embryo evaluation: towards artificial 
intelligence (AI)
Giovanni Coticchio (Italy)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Understand the basic principles and potential of artificial 

intelligence (AI) applied to embryo assessment, including  
appropriate input data, importance of the sample size, type 
and measurement of output data

• By examining study examples, participants will be able 
to recognise classical deep learning and appreciate the 
strength of combining different types of data
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Carmen Rubio 

Dr Carmen Rubio is currently head of research for embryonic 
chromosomal abnormalities at Igenomix, Valencia, Spain, where her 
work is focused on non-invasive approaches to embryo aneuploidy. 
Dr Rubio initially trained at the University of Valencia, before she 
specialized in cytogenetic studies in human reproduction, partly at 
the University of Barcelona, Spain before completing her Ph.D in 
reproductive genetics and conducting post-doctoral research into 
male and female meiosis at Washington State University, USA. 
She has published more than 100 papers in the main peer-reviewed 
specialist journals in the field of reproductive medicine, as well as 
book chapters and books. Dr Rubio has also lectured extensively at 
conferences worldwide.

L2 
Invasive embryo evaluation: To biopsy or not to 
biopsy?
Carmen Rubio (Spain)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• To understand the concept of non-invasive assessment of 

embryo chromosomal aneuploidies.

• To compare the results of the different studies, 
understanding differences in the design and 
methodologies applied.

• To define the critical aspects of the IVF laboratory that can 
have an impact on the results.

• To discuss the main findings and the potential for clinical 
application.

• To discuss the future research that can be performed in 
this field.
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All Scientific Seminars International Foundation programs are organized solely to promote the 
exchange and dissemination of scientific and medical information. No forms of promotional 
activities are permitted. There may be presentations discussing investigational uses of various 
products. These views are the responsibility of the named speakers, and do not represent an 
endorsement or recommendation on the part of Scientific Seminars International Foundation. 
This independent educational program is made possible thanks to an educational grant 
received from Merck Healthcare KGaA Darmstadt Germany.
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Scientific Seminars International Foundation
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www.scientificseminars.com
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